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claims were subsequently lignidated by u treaty
of peace between the two powers; for_, in my opin-
ion, such was not the fact; and even if it was so, |
it would be but a very poor excuse for this Gov-
ernment to make to its citizens for not paying
these claims. But such was not the fact: neither
our Government nor the French government ever !
so considered it, as has been abundantly substan-
tiated. I have here, sir, some evidence to that ef-
fect. Mr. Livingston, of the Senate Committee,
in 1830, said:

¢« But this was nota case of war, and the stipulations
which reconciled the two nations was not a treaty of peace; |
it was a convention for putting an end to certain ditieren-
ces, &e.  The proof of these assertions will be evident to
any one who pays the slightest attcution to the history of
thie transaction. -,

«The tirst public expression of the light in which our
Government cousidered the measures which bave been de-
tailed, is in the instructions given to Messrs. Tlisworth,
Davie, and Murray, in which the envoys are told, afteran
enumeration of tite wrongs sustained by the arcts of the
French Government, ¢This conduct of the Freneh Republic
¢ would well have justified an immediate declaration of war
¢on the part of the United States; but, desirous ot muin-
¢ taining peace, and still willing to leave open the door of
¢ reconciliation with France, the United States contented
¢ themselves with preparing for defence, and measures cal-
¢culated to defend her commerce.” Now, all the measures
which have been considered as equivalent to a state of war
had been taken previous to the date of these instructions.
Qur Government then did not think the two nations in a |
state of war; and, in conformity with these instructions,
the ministers, in one of their first communications in the
negotiation, thus characterize the measures taken by the
Unitad States: ¢ With respect to the acts of the Congress
“of the United States, which the hard alternative of aban- '
¢doning their commerce to ruin imposed, and which, far
¢from contemplating a codperation with the enemies of
¢ the Republic, did not even authorize reprisals on theirner- |
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is now known upon the subject, but which was ‘
not known at the time those reports were made.
And it will not do, then, for us to say that theere |}
is no justice in advocating these claims, or that the |,
people of this country will not sustain us in pass- "
ing a measure of this kind. Sir, I have no faith
in any such arguments as this when applied to the
American people. Asa people, as a nation, they
will support and approve any measure which 1s
based upon justice, as this measure is. This
money is legally due to our citizens from the Gov- .
ernment, and the inherent sense of right and jus-
tice which characterizes a large majority of the
American people, will sustain any man, or any
party, who shall vote upon the side of justice in
this matter. :

Why, sir, can we justify ourselves in coming
here and voting ten millions of money to Texas,
for a claim which she made to property that she
never had in her possession, and then refuse to pay
our citizens for property which was not only actu- !
ally taken from them, but for which property our :
Government has value received? Sir, this is a
kind of reasoning and a sort of justice which I
cannot understand; and you may depend upon it,
the people of this country will not understand it.
And if this Government shall forever refuse to pay
these just and righteous claims of its citizens, 1t

. will set but a poor example for the people, and the

¢ chantmen, but were resbricted solely to the giving safety ||

¢t their own, till 2 moment should arrive when their sui-
¢ ferings could be heard and redressed.”

¢ The same character i3 impressed on the whole nego-
tintion—the settlement of indemnnities for mutual injuries,
and the modification of the ancient treaties, to suit exist-
ing circumstances. Nowhere the slightest expression, on
either side, that a state of war existed, which would cxon-
erate either party from the obligation of making those in-
demnities to the other. On the contrary, when it became
necessary to urge that those treatics were no longer obliga-
tory on the United States, the ministers rely not on a state
of war, which would iave put an end to thein without any
dispute, but on the act of Congress of the Tth July, 1798,
annulling the treaties—an act which they themselves did
not think, in a subsequent part of the negotiation, any bar
to a recognition of the treaties, so as to limit the operation
of an intermediate one made with England. The conven-
tion which was the resuit of” these negotiations, is not only,
in its form, different from a treaty of peace, but it contains
stipulations which would be disgraceful to our cmmtr,n
the suppoxition that it terminated a state of war—the refto-
ration of prizes, and payment for vessels destroyed. Neither
party considered then that they were in a state of war. |
Were they so in effect?
inate hostility between the subjeets of the bellizerent pow-
ers. Heuceitis universally acknowledged that the granting
of letters of marque and reprisal does not produce a state
of war, because it is limited. Here recourse was not even |
had to this measure ; the right of capture was limited o ¢
that of armed vsssels, which were dangerous to our com-
merce—looking to security for the future, but not to indem-
nity for the past. Besides, the convention was nota treaty
of peace, because such a treaty is withoutlimitation ; whiie |
the convention, heing limited to eight years, would, if we !
had been at war, have been a truce only for that period, at

e

War, from its nature, is indiscrim- !

- use,” as they were made a consideration, or the

. fuse to

|

the expiration of which war must have been resumed, as

of course, or been followed by a regular treaty of peace.” |

And, Mr. Chairman, there is other and ye
stronger evidence upon this point in existence, but |
1 will not occupy time in referring to it. Itisevi- !
dent, however, to my mind, that the position as- :
sumed by the honorable gentleman from Illinois, :
and others, that the two nations were at war with
each other, is an untenable one, and not sustained ;
by facts. And I regretted to hear my esteemed :
colleague, in his remarks upon the bill establishing
a Board of Claims, a da
the sneering manner he did to tl@se claims. He |

|

or two since, allude in *

intimated that because these claims are of about "

fifty years standing, that the advocates of them
have begun to think that there is some little jus-
tice attached to them! Sir, it appears to me, if we
needed any evidence as to the justice of these
claims, in addition to the abundant evidence we
can get from all the facts connected with their ori-
gin and history, we could find some evidence in
the fact, that of thirty different reports of various
committees of this P¥ouse and the Senate, all of
them, with'four exceptions, have been in faver of

the claims; and I believe, sir, that those four ex-_

ceptions, where the reports were adverse, and to
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! States of this Union, of loyalty to the Constitution;

for that Constitution says that ¢‘ private property
shall not be taken for public use without just com-
pensation;”’ and this property of our citizens, or
these claims againstthe French Government, which
was property to them, was taken for the ¢ public |

basis of a settlement of difficulties between the two

nations, which it was desirable for the public

good should be settled. And our Government, '
acting in the capacity of agent for its citizens in
that settlement, virtually and willingly, in my
opinion, assumed the debt: and shall we now re-
£ay these claims because it is our Govern-
ment who is the debtorinstead of a foreign nation? |
Would any such defence as this hold good in a
rivate business transaction of a similar nature
etween individuals? Sir, the scorn and contempt "
of an outraged community would be visited upon
any one who, in a private business transaction,
weuld avoid the responsibility of a just debt, as this
is, under any miserable subterfuge like this. Thave
heard justice spoken of in this House, as if it was
a principle that could not attach itself to claims
against the Government, and especially of claims
that were of long standing. Sir, the best evidence
we can have to judge of the character of any peo-
ple as a nation, is to ascertain the strength of
principle, the love of justice, and the sense of
honor by which its citizens are governed in their '
business transactions and daily intercourse with
each other. And if our citizens are not to look
for justice, and for examples of uprightness and
honor upon the part of their Government towards
themselves, where,in thenameof Heaven,are they
to look forit? And we may well cease to hope
for the permanent prosperity of this nation when
it shall become asettled fact, that amuch lessregard |

. for justice is had upon the part of the Goverment,

as between itself and its citizens, than is held to be |
the rule of conduct between the individuals them-
selves who composéd that Government. And T will |
not believe, sir, that our Government will by its
own action establish any such rule, or any such
code of morals, as it most assuredly will, in my
opinion, if it shall refuse that justice to its citizens ;
which is demanded by the passage of the bill sent
to us from the Senate, and which is now upon the
Speaker’s table. Itisa saying which has been
quoted of Republics, that they ‘¢ are ungrateful,”’
and if it can with any truth be charged upon
this Republic of ours that it is guilty of ingrati-
tude, let there not be superadded to that charge the
repoach that it is guilty of injustice to any one,
and least of all to our citizens. "And I appeal then
to the friends of this measure, that they shall pur-
sue such a course of action in regard to the busi-
ness of the House as shall bring us most speedily
to the business upon the Speaker’s table, that we
may reach this bill and pass it, as I believe it is

+ Y 3 3 .0 Y

MAIL STEAMERS TQO AFRICA.

SPEECH OF HON. F. P. STANTON,
OF TENNESSEE,
Ix roe House or REPRESENTATIVES,
Moxpay, February 24, 1851,

In favor of the establishment of certain Mail Steam-
ers between the United States and the coast of
Africa.

The Honse being in Committee of the Whole on the state
of the Union, (Mr. BurT in the chair,) and having under
consideration the Civil and Diplomatic Aprropriation Bill—

Mr. STANTON, of Tennesaee, said:

Mr. Cuamrman: When I took the floor a few
days ago, it was gy intention to have presented
some views upon the subject of the general policy
connected with our foreign mail service, and par-
ticularly with reference to the bill I had shortly
before reported to the House. The committee,
however, determined that the discussion would not
be in order at that time,.and [ was prevented from
replying to the remarks of several gentlemen, which
were directed particularly against the bill for a line
of steamers from California to China, and from
Norfolk and Philadelphia to Europe. 1do not in-
tend to go back now to the discussion of the points
which were then raised. They were sufficiently
answered by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr.
Bococx,] and I am content to leave the controversy
upon those points between him and the gentleman
from Maryland, [Mr. McLa~Ne.] My purpose is
to address the committee briefly upon the whole
subject, and to show, if I can, its bearings upon
the general interests of the country. Many of
the objections I have heard, here and elsewhere,
against the two measures which I have had the
honor to report to the House, have been such as
would apply equally to any or all the lines of mail
steamers, as well those which have been hereto-
fore established as those which are now proposed.
I shall have occasion, however, in the course of
my remarks, to refer to these two propositions, and
to show in what manner they are connected with

' our most important public policy, and our high-
les

ublic interests.

ou are aware, sir, that this system of com-
munication with foreign countries by lines of mail
stearners fitted for war purposes, had its origin
during the administration of Mr. Polk, and re-
ceived the unqualified support of that distinguished
statesman and his able Cabinet. The subject was
favorably Mbticed in his first annual message, but
more at length in his third, which was that of De-
cember, 1847. In order to a full understanding of
the views of Mr. Polk, and of the extent to whicle

- he was disposed to carry this policy, I take occa-

sion to quote at some length what is to be found
on thig subject in the State paper last referred to.
He there said:

¢ In addition to the four war stenmers authorized by this
act the Secretary of the Navy has, in pursaance of its
provisions, entered inte contract for the construction of five
steaers to be employed in the transportation of the United

.| States mail ¢from New York to New Orleams, touching at

Charleston, Savannah, and Havana, and from Havana to
Chagres ;’ for three steamers to be employed in like man-

 ner from Panama to Oregon, ‘so as to connect with the

mail from Havana to Chagres across the Isthmus,” and for
five stcamers to be employed in like manner from New
York to Liverpool. These steamers will be the property
of the contractors, butare to be built ¢ under the superintend-
¢ ence and direction of a naval constructor in the employ of
¢ the Navy Department, and to he so constructed as to ren-
¢ der them convertible, at the least possible expense, into
¢ war steamers of the first class.’

¢¢ A prescribed number of naval officers, as well as a post
office agent, are to be on board of them ; and authority is
reserved to the Navy Departinent, at all times, to ¢ exercise

i control over said steamships,”and ¢ to have the right to take

them for the exclusive use and service of the United States,
upon making proper compensation to the contractors there-
or.”

¢ While these steamships will be employed in transport-
ing the mails of the United States coastwise, and to foreign
countries, upon an annual compensation to be paid to the
owners, they will always be ready, upon an emergency re-
quiring it, to be converted into war steamers ; and the right
reserved to take them for public use, will add greatly to the
efficiency and strength of this description of our naval force.
To the steamers thus authorized, under contracts made by
the Secretary of the Navy, should be added five other
steamers authorized under contracts made in pursuance of
law by the Postmaster General, making an addition in the
whole of eighteen war steamers, subject to he taken for pub-
lic use. As further contracts for the transportation of the
mail to foreien conntries mav he authorized by Conoress,
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B means of Amenican built war steamers, would find an
anrpde rewand tn the inercase of our commerce, and in ma-
K vur conrtry At it resources more favorably known
abevadt ; but the nattonal advantage is still greater ol having
orr naval oficers wade tamiliar with steam navigation, and
o having the prvilege of taking the ships alveady equipped
for immadiate Wrvicy at a moment’s notice; and witl be
et iy nurcha<ed by the compensation to be paid tor the
transportanon of the mail in them, over and above the poet-
ages received.,

“ A jnst and national pride, no less than our commercial
iaterests, would seem to favor the policy of augmenting the
number of this Jeseription of vessels. They can be built
in owr country cheapor and in greater numbers than in any
other in the world.”

Such were the views of Mr. Polk at the com-
mencement of this system, before the ships had
been built, or the lines actually established, Itis
evident from the tone of this passage, that he
loaked upon the policy with pride and admiration,
and contemplated the establishment of similar
lines of communieation with all the important di-
visions of the clobe. But if such were his views
at that time, what would they have been, had he
lived to this day? Let us look at the condition of
things in the first vears of his wise and pros us
administration. Thé Oregon difficulties threatened
war with Great Britain. During this impending
danger, the Cunard line of English sieamers was
in successful operation, largely supported by the
Treasury of the British Government, and mono
olizing much of the carrying trade, and the whole
of the mails, between the two continents. The
British West India line of mail steamers, em-
ploving fourteen vessels, was also in operation,
and, tegether with the former, constituted an im-
mense force hovering upon our coasts, capable at
any moment of sweeping the whole of our com-
merce from the Atlantic. 'We had no similar ves-
sels, and it would have been impossible for us to
have prepared them in less than two or three
years. Had war arisen under these circumstances,
our rich commerce would have been at the mercy
of these armed steamers. This condition of things
was distinctly seen and felt; and there cannot be a
doubt that itconstituted one of the strongest induce-
menis leading to the adoption of that policy which
was 80 wisely recommended by Mr. Polk.

But what {ave already been the fruits of this
policy? The Collins line of American_ steamers
commenced its service early in the year 1850; and
already the British steamers—the America, theCan-
ada, the Furopa, and the Niagara, have been met,
surpassed, and vanquished by the Atlantic, the Pa-
cific, the Baltic, and the Arctic, of the American line.
8o incontestable has been the triumph of the Ameri-
ean =hins over those named of the British line, that
the Asia and the Africa have been subsequently
placed upon the track, and these are now the rivals
agzainst which our vessels have been latterly con-
tending, with a success so honorable to our country
and so fiattering to our hopes of a final triumph.

‘The New Orleans and Chagres line of steamers
from New York has also gone into operation,
and the result has been equally gratifying to the
qrhide aod patriotism of the American citizen.

e formidable British West India line, which
was required to touch upon our coast and at Ha-
vana, has been withdrawn from that part of its
route, and its very wharves and supplies of coal at
Havana, have been transferred to the American
company. Who will deny that the public defen-
ces E::e been thus materially strengthened and
the security of our coasts and of our commerce
promoted by the successful prosecution of this pol:-
cy? And who will attempt to weigh the ‘mere ex-
pense of these important measures, against the pal-
pable advantages which have already accrued. In
stating these advantages, I have left out of view
the valuable service rendered to the country by
the California lines, at the important juncture
when they fortunately happened to be established,
With the vast emigration from foreign countries—
from Mexico, South America, and Asia, as well
as from Europe—to thegold region of our western
meun‘om, it is scarcely possible to estimate the

ring and the value of a measure, which opened
for our own citizens an easy and speedy commu-
nication with California.

Nor is it a matter of small importance that by
the assistance of the Government in building up
these lines, our mechanice have shown themselves
fully capable of constructing ma?}p'ne'ry of a size

Steamers to Africa—Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee.
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.who knows the confidence with which the English
public predicted the failure of our first attempts, it
must afford grounds of astonishment that we have
already succeeded so well. It was believed that
nothing but long experience in constructing these
powerful engines could have secured even moder-
ate success. But they seem, at the first effort, to
have leaped full grown from the brain of the Amer-
ican mechaaic, and we seem already to stand side
by side with England, scarcely inferior to her in
that peculiar skill which has been her boast for
years. But,sir, while these things cannot be denied,
1t is, nevertheless, common in this body to hear
these mail lines denounced as constituting a vast
drain upon the Treasury, and promising to bring
little or nothing back. But I believe, even our
short experience has already afforded the means
of proving this to be a great error. The Chagres
and Panama lines have sustained themselves,
Here is a great triumph in the very infancy of the
system. It is true these lines were established
under circumstances unusual and highly favorable,
enabling them to retmburse the Government al-
most from the beginning. Yet there can scarcely
be a doubt that the present returns from these

mails, if not actually increased, will at least be |

steadily maintained. .
But how is it with the other lines? The New
York and Liverpool line, could not be expected,
against the well established competition of the
Cunard line, to reimburse its own expenses to the
Governmentin the first year of its existence. Even
here, however, the prospect is highly encouraging.
I have a statement from the Post Office Depart-
ment, to the following effect:
Total amount of postages by the Cunard line

in January, 1830...... ..o veiiiiiii i e $458,412 61
Total amount by the same .
uvary, 1851..... teeverecrnnrars .. §33,566 83
By the Collins line, January, 1851.. 35,495 44
New York and Havre ¢« =« 3,687 86
New York and Bremen ¢ o . 5475 41
279,225 59

Increase in January, 1851, over January, 1850.. §30,812 98
CALIFORNIA LINES.

January, I85).c.c.iiveciiiinnciincioninnennes

January, 1850..

.............................. 877,38 70

[ am anxious to call attention to the remarkablg
increase exhibited by this statement during the
short period of the existence of the American
lines. In Januvary, 1850, when the Cunard line
enjoyed the monopoly, the whole postages amount-
ed only to $48,412 61. In January, 1851, they
have increased to the large sum of $79,225 59, of
which the Collins line returns to this Government
no less than $36,495 44—an amount greater than
the monthly pay now allowed to the proprietors
for the service. I am not acquainted with the
course of trade between the United States and
Europe; but 1 know of no reason why one of the
winter months should not be a fair average for the
year. Should this be the case, the Government,
so far from losing by the Collins line, will actu-
ally find it, if continued upon its present basis, a
profitable speculation.

But the most important aspect of this statement
is that which shows how greatly-increased facili-
ties for rapid communication tend to augntent the
intercourse, by letter, of foreign nations with each
other. As the millions of Europe shall be brought
nearer and nearer to the millions of America, by

improvements in the means of stesm navigation,

it is palpable that their intercourse will be greater
and the profits from the mails will be enhanced;
or, what is the same thing, the rates of postage
will be reduced. The encouragement of this fa-
miliar intercourse between the inhabitants of dif-
ferent countries cannot fail to promote a hetter

|

these mechanical processes, and especially to one ;| judgment, than the expectation it holds out of

 advancing interests far higher and nobler, in &
i national point of view, than any mere financial
ones. Such is the indubitable tendency of the
systen, although it may have its origin in the
rivalry of nations and their contests with eaclr
other for commerce, wealth, and power. I con-
fess that there is to me something indescribably
beautiful and imposing in the idea of turning the
. most formidable instruments of war itself into the
very agencies of peace and good-will among men.
If, when considered in another point of view—as
indispensable to our defence—as absolutely essen-
tial to our equality with Great Britain upon the
seas—the cost of the system becomes a matter of
insignificance, I know not how to express my
estimate of the nothingness of the expenditure,
when weighed against those higher and nobler re-
sults, to humanity, which must follow from the
promotion of a close and intimate interconrse
among the people.of all nations. Sir, this is the
true path to universal peace—to a condition of
things when war will be impossible.
Itdoes not at all lessen the truth of these tenden-
' cies, that other motives necessarily dctermine our
course at the present day. Leaving out of view all
other considerations, except that of self-defence,
and supposing we could not expect those profitable
returns which every indication promises, I would
by no means be ready to abandon the policy. Nay,
sir, even if the balance between the expenditureand
the return were much more unfavorable than it is, I
should still be of opinion that it would be our pol-
icy to maintain the system, and<to extend it to
most of the great leading lines of commerce from .
our coyntry to other quarters of the world. We
must do this, or we must unconditionally yield the
supremacy of the seas and the monopoly of com-
merce to our great ancien} rival. The march of

" her vast fleets of steamers over the waves, connect-

understanding among nations, and thus tend to .

maintain peace and to extend commerce. 1If our
communications be not confined merely to Europe,
but extended by wise and cautious arrangements
to Asia, Africa, and South America, who can
venture to assert that a profitable intercourse will
not spring up between the swarming inhabitants
of these five continents, which will more than re-

turn every dollar of the expenditure necessary to |
the sys- i

 _1* .. e,

be in the first instance invested? That
o . . . 1 N L Tr

ing almost all parts of the habitable globe, will be
a march of continued and undisputed triumph;
while the riches of all nations will be irresistibly
drawn to her shores and profusely poured into
her lap. The struggle for this ascendency is now
going on. It is a contest big with the fate of na-
tions; and though not a gun may be heard, nor a
drop of blood spilt, it is calculated to bring about
results greater and far more important to hymani-
ty than any war which has ever occurred.” We
cannot avoid this contest if we would; we are al-
ready engaged in it. And for my part, sir, I
shall never be willing to strike the American flag
to that of England in this contest, any more than
I would in that bloodier one which war might
bring. I am ready to vote millions, should they
be necessary, to sustain existing lines and to estab-
lish others wherever they may be required to up-
hold the great interests of American commerce.
But it 1s not merely as rivals that England and
America have entered into this noble é&ontest.
They are now the Jeaders of the world in the great
commercial enterprises which distinguish the age.
Spain, France, Holland, and Russia, are far be-
hind both the United States and Great Britain in
t*t important intercourse with distant nations
which takes place across the ocean. It is not in
any sense the interest of humanity that there
' should be ore gigantic maritime Power supreme
upon the seas, and by her supremacy commandin
and controlling the commerce of the world. It
is the high mission of this Government, if not to
supplant the former mistress of the seas, at least
to share this dominion with her, and by the moral
influence of our equality in energy, enterprise, and
power, to give courage and stability to feebler na-
tions,and thereby to promotethe general good of hu-
manity. Placed in this elevated position before the
world, let us exhibit an example which will infuse
hope and confidence into the hearts of all the peo-
ple. Let us carry our commerce, and with it our
civilization, our arts, and our freedom, into all
- quarters of the globe. "Wherever our ships shall
touch, especially wherever any regular~line shall
terminate, the light of a nobler polity than Eng-
land ever diffused will be shed around. Independ-
ence, self-reliance, and commercial enterprise will
. be awskened, and in the promotion of our own
material interests, we shall likewise promote the
moral and material advancement of all '::rop]e to
Sy
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extending a generous hand to all who are disposed
to meet us as brothers in the great family of na-
tions, we shall strive to bind the world together by
the bonds of liberal intercourse, mutual interest,
and perpetual amity.

But we are told that this isa system which cre- "

ates and upholds monopolies to the detriment of
private capitalists engaged in the same line of
trade. I assert the very reverse of this position.
So far from establishing a monopoly, I maintain
that the purpose of the policy is to break down
that formidable monopoly which Great Britain has
created,. or attempted to create, upon the various
lines of communication that come in conflict with
.our national interests. The English Government
pays the Cunard company $750,000 for carrying

the mails from Liverpool to New York; and it is |
well understood that this amount is soon to be in- |

creased, with the assurance of all further aid which
the competition of the Collins line may render ne-
cessary. She likewise pays to her West India
Company £240,000, or about $1,250,000; and I
am told that the competition of private capitalists
will be able to contend against these odds!
it is utterly impossible, We have the demonstra-
tion of this impossibility before our very eyes.
The Government of the United States has agreed
to pay the company owning the Collins line no
less than $385,000 per annum fqr the mail service.
That company have built four magnificent ships,

which, in all the qualities of sea-going steamers, .-

have successfully contended with the best and

latest built of thg Cunard vessels. And yet, with
_ all these advantages, and with this undoubted suc-

cess in model and machinery, it is notorious that,

it
|
owing to the active competition of the rival line, ‘H

the American company have sunk money during
the last
has not
they
more than $1,000,000. Although this stock is of-
fered to the public at par, it has not yet been taken,
and from present appearances is not likely to be.
Upon what safe ground, then, can it be asserted
that private capital can successfully contend
against British monopoly, or that it will even be
induced to make the attempt without the efficient :
assistance of the American Government? Against

the mighty competition of the British Treasury,

whose stores are profusely lavished for the sup-

port of the British companies, and against the

great skill and experience of British engineers and
machinists, who have had the start of us in ocean
steamers for many years, it is indispensable that

the United States shall aid in commencing the sys-

tem, and supporting it with no niggardly band, :
until it shall become strong, vigorous, and capable

be to fall helow our destiny, and to yield the su-
premacy to our great rival without even a struggle.

For my part, sir, 1 shall never consent to this, '
whatever clamors may be raised against a policy :

which T believe to be intimately connected with
American honor and the highest American inter-
ests,
olies, but of putting them down by honorable co
petition. Tt is a struggle between English su-
premacy upon the oneside, and American equality
upon theother; and in this struggle 1 apprehend
every patriotic American will look to his Govern-
ment for prompt and vigorous action, without any
mean jealousy of the men who may be selected to
accomplish the great ohject.

In support of the general propriety of the policy

involved in these measures, you will allow me, -
. O i
Mr. Chairman, to refer to one significant fact con- |

nected with the legislation of your own State.
South Carolina has.made arrangements for estab-
lishing a line of steamers, fitted for war purposes,
to connect her with Europe. Ihavenothing to do
with her ulterior objects, although, I suppose, if I
were to agsert that this measure is adopted in view
of the possible contingency of secession, her Rep-
resentatives here would not question the truth of

my remark. But I refer to the subject solely for

the purpose of strengthening my position, in regard
to the general policy of giving governmental aid
2 b metallicahinant ~f thace oroat NEATHTILES

|

il eral Government, it must

. her mail steamers? By no means!

%ear. The whole amount of their stock "
ecen subseribed, and T am informed that
have a debt on account of capital amounting to-

" ern coast of South America.
line of our own along that route. If any plan were

i the sooner we shall enjoy the benefits of the policy i
of sustaining itself. Anything less than this would |
: which are now chiefly enjoyed by England.

It is not a question of establishing mono{ﬁ- ‘

! that both of them will prove to be advantageous,

from that section of the country, are found op-
posing the adoption of such a policy by the Gen-
beupon grounds diffefent

from those which have heretofore been assumed

_in debate. For if any consideration would justify
such a policy by South Carolina, they would be '

much stronger in their application to the United

. States.

An important question, however, arises as to
the extent to which we ought to carry this systgm.
Avre we to attempt to enter into competition with
Great Britain, wherever she may have established
But wherever
her monopolies crass the path of our commerce,

I to the injury of American interests, and especially,

wherever her swarming fleets of steamers hover
upon our shores, or command our lines of trade,
we should be blind to every sense of duty, if we
did not prepare to meet her, regardless of expense.

' The message of Mr. Polk, already quoted, evi-
" dently looked to ¢the policy of augmenting the
" number of this description of vessels,’” which, he
" said, might be *“indefinitely enlarged.” There
Sir,

are two objects which I think it would be wise to

keep steadily in view. One isto establish these

lines on all the great leading channels of our trade;
and the other is to diffuse the benefits as far as
possible, North and South, among all the large
commercial cities of the Union. W e have already
lines connecting us with Europe. Can we neglect
South America? Canwe overlook Asia? Arewe
prepared even to leave Africa out of the system?
No, sir! We cannot do justice to ourselves, and

| fail to strengthen our commercial relations with

any one of these continents.

England is already preparing for a line of mail
steamers from Panama to Asia. While we are
dreaming of the riches of the East, and quarreling
over the expenditure of afew millions of money,
England is quietly laying the keels of the vessels
which are to command the trade of the Pacific. T

. am told, also, that the is preparing to do the same
" with regard to Africa.

In short, she is filling up
all the channels of commerce with her steam lines,
while we are hesitating whether we shall not abol-
ish those we have already established. It was
only last year, sir, that an officer of the American
Navy was advocating a contract by our Govern-
meni with a British line of steamers to carry the
Mails from Panama to Valparaiso, along the west-
I would establish a

matured for that purpose, I would vote for it to- B

i day. Sir,we have no time to lose. In such a I

controversy as this, timeis one of the mostimport-
ant elements of success. The sooner we begin, i}

—the sooner we shall participate in the advantages w

Oneword here upon the subject of the finances. |
‘We are told that the appropriations for the pres-
ent and the next fiscal year are enormous; and it
is said that the public debt isin danger of being
increagsed. I do not believe this to bhe the condi- i
tion of our finances.

at the end of this year. But, however this may
be. neitherof the two measures proposed by me will
require appropriations for some time to come, ‘
and they will not add to the expenditures of this
or the next fiscal year. And as to their ultimate
bearing upon the public Treasury, I firmly believe

rather than the contrary, I know that in their |

commencement, this will not be sos but I look to |

the end with the utmost confidence in the result.
I shall not attempt to enter into any elaborate
exposition of the proposition fora line of steamers

. from California-to China, and for lines from Phila-

delphia and Norfolk to Europe. These two latter
cities have not yet participated in any expendi-
tures heretofore made for this purpose, If the sys-
tem should be maintained, they are entitled to .
some of its advantages. The report, with which
the bill for this line was accompanied, pretty fully
sets forth my views in regard to it, and I do not
deem it necessarv to add anvthine to what I have

i
|

on all hands, that one for the Pacificis indispens-
able. As to the details of the plan, they have al-
ready been the subject of some discussion and are
| well understood. here has never been, and there

|| could not be, a contract offered, cheaper, or more
I

advantageous to the Government. This is palpa-
ble upon the face of the propesition, and 1 shall
not attempt to prove what I consider already suffi-
ciently well established. The only doubt any one
can have, will be whether the contractor would be
able to fulfill his contract upon the terms proposed.
The high character of Mr. Thompson, his expe-
! rience in steam navigation, ship-building, and the
| great stake which.he risks upon the issue, are en-
tirely sufficient to satisfy me on this point. I re-
I' peat, therefore, that the commercial importance of
. this line is so great—indisputably so, upon every
{ consideration—that the proposition must be regard-
% ed as standing or falling with the general policy
itself.
] The African line, which 1 have had the honor to
| report, stands upon grounds peculiar to itself. I
/| consider those grounds to be of high national im-
“! portance, second to none other,although involving
! some considerations, apart from the general policy
| of maintaining these lines of steamers. I believe
/| the commercial importance of a connexion with
i Africa is daily becoming better understood and
’£ more highly appreciated. ButI avow, frankly,

that it is the prospect of removing the free negroes
from this country which chiefly recommends the
scheme to my support. I have recently had occa-
sion to expréss my views upon this subject in a
short address before the American Colonization
Society,and Ishall take the liberty of quoting these
remarks here as containing most of the grounds
upon which I advocate the passage of the bill. I
will add only a very few remarks in addition to
what T there said, in order to meet some objections
" which I have since heard urged against the meas-
ure.
It is said these vessels will be likely to carry off
the fugitive slaves who have escaped, or may
" hereafter escape, from their owners. The vessels
are to start from New York, Baltimore, and New
' Orleans. Two out of three of these points are in
slave States, where every apprehension of the
- kind stated will of course be groundless. In re-
| gard to the other point, New York, I believe it is
| well understood that public epinion there will fully
! sustain the execution of the law for the surrender
of these {pgitives. If, therefore, it can be sup-

On the contrary, I believe ‘|
© with the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Me-
Laxg,] that we shall have a considerable balance

posed that runaway slaves would seek to fly to
Africa in the steamer which would leave New
York, nothing would be easier than to apprehend
them at the moment of embarkation. In truth,
since this vessel would necessarily have regular
fixed days of departure, the slavehalder could not
require a better means of recovering his property
than would be here afforded, if indeed his slave
should seek to escape by this means.

But to put all doubts to rest upon this point, I
am authorized to say that the proposed contract-
ors are willing to bind themselves to pay the
value of all slaves carried away, and also to afford
every facility for discovering any who may be dis-
posed to go in their vessels. This, I think, is &
complete answer to the objection.

Is any slave State in the Union more interested
in this particular bearing of the measure than Vir-
ginia or Maryland? Are not these the States,
lying on the border between the two sections,
which have suffered, and are still suffering, most
severely from the loss of their property? And
yet it is well known that memorials have been
presented from every member of the Constitu-
tional Convention of Maryland, and from the

" Governor and a large majority of the members

both of the Constitutional Convention and of the
Legislature of Virginia, recommending the adop-

- tion of this very measure. [ speak not of similar

memorials from Governors and Legislatures of Del-
aware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, for these
have less interest in this particular aspect of the
question. But without reference to these, which
on other points are entitled to great weight, I think
I am justified in saying that the views of the pub-
lic mén of Virginia and Maryland upon this ques-
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Government, I believe it iz a moderate compensa-
tion for the service contemplated. But a large’
rtion of this will be reimbursed by the provision
which looks to the withdrawal of the squadron |
we now maintain upon the coast of Africa for the !
suppression of the slave trade. I consider the
position demonstrated, that the best, and perhaps
the only means of completely suppressing that |
unlawful trade is by colonization.
are authorized to keep up a squadron of eighty
guns, at large expense, for the accomplishment of '
this humane object, may- we not do the same
thing by means of the proposed steamers; especi-
ally since it must be admitted that it will be far .
more effectually done by them? I believe, sir,

. e States

" escape from their owners and to fly to evils which they

Now, if we "

that the saving to be effected here, added to the -

other advantages of theline in a commercial and
naval point of view, will eventually reimburse the
Government for every dollar of expenditure ne-

for establishing it. With these addi-
tional remarks, I proceed to quote my views as
stated before the Colonization Society.

Mr. President, what I had proposed to mywself to speak
upon to-night, was aresolution to this effect;
¢ That the harmomly of the States of this Union would be
< pr d by the vo! y i jon of the free blacks, ,
¢ and that it would be sound policy on the part of the Gov-
¢ ernment of the United States to adopt all efficient measures
¢ within the range of its acknowledged powers, for the en-
¢ couragement of African Colonization.””

1 can give only a meagre sketch of the argsuments I had
intended to presentin support of this
a few hints only will be necessary to sustain the first prop-

osition contained in it—that the harmony of the'States, the
peace and stability of the Union, would be promoted by the
snecessful accomplishment of the great objects, which this
society has been endeavoring to carry out for the last thirty ,
years. . |
The subjéct connects itself, to some extent, with the great |
questions of policy and of sectional interests which have |
agitated the country for some years past, and which have '
not vet ceased to operate injuriously upon our peace and ;
ity. One of the most prominent causes of difficuity |
E:tween the north and the south, has been and is, the oper-
ation of that clause of the Constitution which requires the |:
surrender of fugitive slaves escaping into the free States. It

is here that the most palpable conflict occurs in the opia- |

jons, feelings, and acts of the people of thetwo sections. It
<is_here that the operation of the supreme law of the land
¢&mes into actual contact with the religious, moral and po- }
litical prejudices of the people—in short it will be admitted :
that here is the norest place in the whole body-politic—the |

spot from whose inflammatory action, the irritation and '

faver of existing maladies are spread throughout the length
and breadth of the land. I am far from saying this is the
only cause of difficulty : but it is one of the greatest, ac-
knowledged to be such, because it
the South has been most ful in g a
and undisputed infraction of her constitutionalsights. i

T do not intend to discuss any party questions—to touch
any disputed points; much Jess to deal in denunciation of |
the opinions or conduct of any portion of the people of the ;
United States. My p! e is simply to signalize one of -
the great evils under which our country is now laboring, to
point out some of the most obvious causes of that evil, and
to show, in what manner and to what extent, the great plan !
of colonization offers a remedy for it.

I do not addrese myself to any man, North or South, who
prefers amputation—separation—rather than a restoration
of the general health. Toall such men, I know well my (.
views will be distasteful ; but to every citizen who desires |
the return of peace to his distracted country—to every gen- '
uine friend of the Union, as it was in its commencement, '
and as it ought to be in the future, they will at least afford
matter for serious reflection and examination. !

L.ook at the vast number of free blacks in the United '
States! [ have not been able to ascertain the number .
under the census of 1850; but I ber the esti |
made in the celebrated Texas letter of the Hon. Robert J. |
‘Walker published in 1844. He estimated that according to
the rate of increase from 1790 to 1840, there would be i
the six States of New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois alone, no less than four -hun-
dred thousand free blacksin 1853; eight hundred thousand in
1865; and one million six hundred thousandin 1890. The
number of free blacks in the siave Statesis even greater than
in the free States. I this vast body of men, bound together '
by the ties of a ¢ origin, a on color,anda com- |
mon condition, without influence upon the destinies of the
American people ? As there is no body in the physical uni- ¢,
verse of any appreciable magnitude, which does not exert
an influence upon every other body in the universe, greater -,
or less, in proportion to its less or greater distance, it must
be palpable to the mind of every one that this great num-
ber of free blacks, inereasing in so fearful a ratio, must ex- -
ercive a powerful merai influence for or evil upon
every interest in the country. Is that influence beneficial or
deleterious? Can any one hesitate upon this point? I {
think you have been already convinced to-night that the '
unfortunate eondition of this people is highly unfavorable .
0 their own progress, and it must therefore be injurious to
Americon society and institutions. I go further. } main-
tain that this of our population is a great element of
discord and of danger——that it ought to be removed—must
be removed from our borders, if the peace and harmony of '
our country ave to be maintained.

t

is upon this point that ;
] Ta % :

blacks, in the slaveholding as well as in the non-slavehold-
ing States, with all the vices and evil inclinatious resulting
from dheir position, that constitutes the great example——the
powerful incitement which renders the slaves of the south-

ppy and di isfied with their condition,
inducing them, under the allurement of delusive hopes, to

know not of. So palpable is this influence, and so inju-
rious is considered the presence and example of free ne-
groes, that in many of the slaveholding States, emancipa-
tion is prohibited, except upon condition of the removal of
the freed man beyond their limits. In some of the free .
States too, I observe, the policy of excluding the black man -
is seriously agitated—an agitation which would scarcely
exist if it were not a conceded fact that the influence of
this unfortunate class of people is evil there, as well as :
among the slaves themselves.

But it is not only in exciting the slawe to escape and to
seek a liberty for which he is not prepared, that the evil
influence of this population ie exerted. The free negroes
in the border States, and indeed in all the free States, ,
afford means of concealment to the fugitive slave which

' would not exist if the free blacks were fewer, or if there

" As it is now, he is concealed, lost,and hurried away,

‘| pursuit. - I say natural sympathies ; for I cannot condemn !
‘! afeeling which springs from the strongest instinct of hu-
! man nature, however unfortunate may be its effects as a
I

" in opj

hati But] think |

i1 thority in the Gov
i. ble escape from the many terrible evils which I have at- .

were none at all. If there were none at all, the fugi-
tive would be eagily distinguished and readily traced.

undistinguished amidst the crowds of his own color,
whose natural sympathies are enlisted to shield him from

cause of irritation between the two sections.

Itis this deep instinctive sympathy, also, which arrays
sition to the execution of the laws, those excited
crowds of black men, which bave sometimes rescued the
fugitive slave by open violence, trampling alike upon the
rights of the owner and the laws and Constitution of the
land. T do not believe this would ever be done by white
men glone. They may be drawn in by the excitement to '

;. assist the black man in rescuing his brother; but the ex-

citement itself must first spring from that strong sympathy,

" which none can feel so deeply as men of the same race

and color. Here then we have the origin and most power-

ful incentive of that spirit of resistance to the laws which ::

has of late been so baneful to the peace and barmony of the |
States. Is not the remedy plain? And whatis the pros- |
g:ct, if the remedy—the obvious remedy of colonization—

not applied? Must not the evil go on still increasing ?
Will it not inevitably grow beyond the éontrol of any au- |
t? T must , [ seeno possi- |

benevolent objects of this Society.

1 repeat, that without this, the evil will continue to grow,
and will strengthen in geometrical proportion to the increase |
of this population. The contact of the free negroes with |
the white people of the northern States, tends to foster and |
keep alive the spirit of abolition. Without the continual
presence of a large portien of the black race, there would
be little for this excitement to feed upon; and fanaticism,
becoming merely theoretical, would be shom of its greatest
danger. The objects of false sympathy would be removed

| tempted to describe, except by promoting the great and i

. to a greater distance ; the symbols and exemplars of a de-

i

' grown powerful in numbers,

graded race would be no longer before the eyes of misguid-
ed philanthropists, and blind passion might be expected
eventually to give place to the dominion of truth and rea-
son. .

1 refrain from pursuing the subject further. I will not
look to that dark but not distant future, when in some of
the largest of the free States&

this population shall have :
emanding the elective fran--!
chise, and when perhaps political parties, in the phrensy of
their excitement, shall bid for their influence and make
them a power in the 8tate. They may hold the balance of
power in these larger States, and through them in the
Union. With all their capacity for mischief, through the
mistaken sympathy they are calculated to inspire for the
glave of the South, it is impossible to estimate the amount !
of discord and of injury they must inevitably produce.;
among the States. I forbear, I say, to pursue these reflec-
tions. I merely glance at the considerations which sustain |
the position assumed, that the removal of the free blacks |
will promote the harmony of the States of the Union.

But it is said, the removal of this population from the
northern States will produce a vacuum which will be again
filled up, by new accessions of runaway slaves. This can- ‘
not be the result. The tendency will be precisely the re- .
verse. [ have already shown that the inducements to |
escape and the means of concealment will both be lessened, |
and the influence of emigration to Africa will be adverse te !
the movement which would carry the negro race from the .
South to the North. That movement of itself is unnatural,
and eannot continue after you shall have taken away the
attraction and the secarity afforded by the presence of a
large number of blacks in their present place of refuge.
The hopes of the black man will be no longer fixed upon .
the northern States ; they will be turned, where they ought

" to be turned, to the shores of Africa, the native land of bis

fathers. Thus will a new sentiment be created and fostered
in the minds of both the white and the black race—the sen-

timent which will restore the black man who is fit for lib- ';

erty to a clime more congenial to his nature, and where the
faculties with which God has endowed him, may be devel-
oped to their highest ‘capacity. The beauty—the glory of .
this sentiment is, that it promises fourfold blessings—it
mises repose and security to the slaveholding States;
relief from a degraded and miserable population to the non-
slaveholding States; elevation, improvement, and prosper-

‘I ity to the free blacks themselves ; and, finally, peace and
i stability. to the Union.

I have heard one other objection raised by southern men
against the plan of colonization. I have heard them say
they were opposed to relieving the northern States from the

g .

. ment of the United States.

generous and patriotic sentiment, unfortunately the evil in-
voked would prove to be a double-edged sword, and would
react upon the South itself, with an injury even greater
than that inflicted upon the North. This I have already
shown. Causes of irritation would be multiplied, bitter
hostilities would be engendered, slavery itself would be im-
mediately threatened; and civil war might eventually draw
itz bloody curtain over the horrible drama. God save our
country from such disasters!

But I hasten to consider, briefly, the other proposition
contained in my resolution, and to endeavor to show that
the Government of the United States has power to aid in
the great objects proposed by this Society. [If I have been
at all successfnl in the line of argument already pursued, it
follows inevitably, from these premises, that the policy pro-
posed becomes a matter of self preservation to the Govern-
If you deny the existence of

this power, then you take from the Government that indis-
pensable right without which no Governinent upon earth °
can maintain its existence—that right which is a law of the
highest necessity to individuals, as well as to nations—the
right of self-preservation. I do not mean the right to main-
tain itselfin the exercise of unconstitutional authority : but *
' I mean the right by all appropriate means to secure to itself
the ability, under all circumstances, to fulfill its constitu-
tional obligations and to perform its constitutional functions.
If it be necessary to remove the tree black population, in
order that the Governmient inay have the ability to maintain
in full force the constitutional provigion for the extradition
of fugitive slaves, then the Government must have the
power to accomplish that object. If it were necessary to
overthrow a State for that pitrpose—in order to maintain the
| supremacy of the law and the Constitution, it would be the
duty of the Government to do it.

If it has not been upon this ground—to maintain the rights
and just powers of the States, and the free and unincum-
bered working of the constitutional functionsof the Federal
Government—that it has assumed and exercised the au-
thority to remove various tribes of native Indians, then I
cannot conceive upon what ground such authority has been
maintained. I have been wholly unable to draw the distine-
tion between the removal of the Indians and the removal of
the free black race. Nor am I aware that the power to do
this has ever been seriously, certainly not successfully,
questioned. )

The Constitution of the United States confers upon the
Government the power to suppress insurrection. I need
not say, that with the increase of this population—a distinct
caste, 80 closely united by the profoundest sympatiies—the
i greatest danger of insurrection to be apprehended in our

country, wilf come either directly or indirectly from that
quarter. Must the Government wait until the torch of civil
war has been lighted ? Must it wait until the gutters of our
cities are filled with blood ; when it may be too late to extin- -
guish conflagration, and when the footsteps of lawful power
may be insecure upon the streets, made slippery by the gore
of the citizens?
There are also those great powers, which, during the .
whole history of man, from his creation down to the present
| ame, have been uppermost and greatest in all Governments
) —1 mean the war powers. Hitherto, until a very recent
| period, these powers have been looked upon merely as in-
. struments of destruction, or, at best, as instruments of at-
; tack and defence, by which the energies and reseurces of
: nations have been exhausted in bloody struggles.. Butin
: latter years, has occurred in the moral world a phenome-
. non, somewhat similar to that striking one which has been
| witnessed in the physical world, For long ages, that grbat

.| element which exhibits iteelf in the jagged lightning, and

| speaks in its voice of thunder, was looked upon solely as the
| gymbol of terror and the agent of destruction. But now
' the thunderbolt is tamed. It is conducted harmlessly to
- the ground ; it is led along the telegraphic wire, and conveys
! instantaneous information for thousands of miles; it will
be chained and harnessed to the car, and made a motive
' power for the use and benefit of man ;-it will be used to
. produce light and heat, and applied to a thousand useful
| purposes in the economy of life. So it has come to be, to
some extent, with the thunderbolt of war. Hitherto its
: course has been marked by the mangled bodies of it myriad
victims, and by the shattered institutions of vanquished na-
_tions. Every sea has been crimsoned with human blood,
#nd a thousand rich argosies have gone down into the deep,
.before its desolating blast. But a great und beneficent
change has commenced. The vast means necessary 10 em-
ploy and maintain armies and navies, have been hitherto
gcattered and wasted in prodigious exfxibilions of national
power, which bring little or no return of advantage. The
transformation about to be effected is to change this mighty
current into channels of commerce, to promote the friendly
and profitable intercourse of ngtions. e have already es-
tablished lines of steamers, fitted for war purposes, yet
transporting the mail, and carrying our commerce to some
of the most important pointaon the Globe. These are the
telegraphic lines of the ocean. We have one more to es-
tablish—one pole of which &hall touch the shore of unhappy
Africa, and pour intd her sleeping bosom a flood of light,
inteili e, civilization, e ce, and christianity, elec-
trifying her, not into mere galvanic life, but to that ‘‘re-
demption,” ¢ regeneration,” and ¢ disenthrallment,” for
which you, Mr. President, and this Society, have been so
" long, 50 earnestly, and sof'nithﬁxny laboring. (Applauge.)
i In regard tothe proposition for the establishment of a line
of steamers to Africa, introduced by myself into Congress,
and to which you have done me the honor torefer, in terims
of some commendation, I have only to say, that having be-

i, come identified with that measure, and believing itto be

! one of great importance to the best interests of all sections
! of the country,I shall pursue it, with the best energies I
| possess, until my efforts shall be rewarded with success, or
| paralyzed by failure. (Applause.)

| " T take occasion to observe that my proposition does not
| involve any direct action on the part of the Government

e el nf tha froo hlante Tt dooa et thorofs ma
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clusive. The Government has already given aid to several
lines of mail steamers, established to run between this
country and other parts of the world. Those steamers may
carry white or black men to Europe; and 1 have not yet

heard questioned the power of the Governinent to give the @)

aid which it has given to these important lines of commu-
nication. Nothing more is asked tor the African line. We
do not propose to sorce the free biacks to go; and the ar-
rangement proponsed between the contractors and the Col-
onization Society need not involve the Government to auy
exient, except to give thus indirectly its assistance to a
great scheme for benevolent intercourse with Africa. 1t is
quite as competent for the Government to employ for its
own peculiar service, postal or naval, a vessel engaged in
carrying emigrants to Africa. as onc engaged in carrying
bales of cotton or of merchandise, and passengers, to and
trom Europe. The principle is the same in both cases.
But the African line promises to accomplish more than any
other hitherto established.  Tndependcut of the advantages
of colonization, both to the white and black races, this pro-

ject will eventually save to the United States the vast ex-

pense of the African squadron. maintained for the suppres-
sion of the slave trade, and will open up to eur peopie new
fields of commercial enterprise.

In reference to the persons whose names are connected
with this enterprise as the proposed contractors, they are
1o more to me than any other individuals., They have the

inteltizence, the capacity, and the enterprise to carry out

the plan; and they have tihe further merit of having been
the first to originate the important idea involved in the
measure, and, as an inventor is entitled to the benefit of his
invention, they are entitled to precedence, if their propovi-
tion be fair and reasonable, and not inferior in advantage to
others subsequently made.  Some rival schemes have been
presented, net, in my judmmnent, superior in any respect to
the one originally projected. This was anxiously consid-
ered, and 1 hope wisely matured, in the committee of which
1 had the honor to be a member. It ought not to be shorn
of any of its proportions; and if it pass at all, I hope it
will pass without any material alteration to diminish its
cxtent and efficiency.

From the considerations thus hastily sketehed, I have
been induced to present and support the proposition for :

the Afiican line of steamers.

Mr. President, which [ am ascured from what you have .

said to-night wiil not be withheld, and with some little favor
from one in a still more distinguished position, (turning to
the President of the United States,) whose influcnce may
be expected to have much weight, 1 earnestly hope this im-
portant measure will soon be adopted—not as a measure
exclusively for the benefit of the North, or of the South, but
as one full of interest to all sections of the land, bearing
¢ healing on its wings” to the Union of the States, and
fraught with blessings to two hemispheres. (Applause.)

AGRICULTURAL BUREAU.

SPEECH OF HON. W. A. NEWELL,

OF NEW JERSEY,
Ix TaE House oFr REPRESENTATIVES,
Moxwpay, February 24, 1851,

In favor of the purchase of Mount Vernon and
the establishment of an Agricultural Bureau.

With your powerful support, !

|

" hazard nothing in saying that such an establish- !

pursuit, and it is the occupation of three fourths |
of our constituents. We cannot add to its dignity,
but we may essentially promote its interests'by
creating a bureau and school of agriculture; and I
ment will effect more good in a single year after
they are fairly in operation than can be accom- |
plished by the dissemination of Patent Office re-
ports, such as we have had, to the end of time,
while they may be made much less expensive.
The reason urged for publishing the extravagant
number of these voluminous reports has invari-
ably been the promotion of agriculture, and Con-
oress has been doing, indirectly and inefficiently, .
that which ought long since to have been done
openly and systematically, There is no reason
why the Patent Office should be made the medium
of agricultural intelligence, nor can it be thus used
without detriment to the immediate purpose of its
establishment. All that it has done in this direc-
tion has been so loosely done—being regarded as
a matter of secondary consequence only—that it :
has, in truth, had a tendency to bring ridicule and
disrepute upon agriculture. A few years since,
one of these large reports was chiefly made up of
a multitude of letters from all parts of the country,
showing that everybody’s potatoes had rotted, and
that nobody could tell the cause of it—a fact which

. might have been learned by looking at any of the

newspapers. I am happy to say, however, that
there has been a decided improvement in this
document since, and that the agricultural report
for the year 1849 is really worth the extensive cir-
culation it will have. If there be any who are
still disposed to sneer at this branch of national |
interest, and to inquire what good can be effected ||
by the means proposed, I can only answer that ||
they are behind the age in not understanding what I
will soon be generally conceded, viz: that agri-
culture i3 now as much a scientific, as mechanical .
ursuit, and that the importance of rightly direct-

img the energies of the people in this engrossing

i

The House being in Committee of the Whole on the state :

of tae Union, (Mr. BurT in the chair,) and having under
consideration the Civil and Diplomatic Bill—

Mr. NEWELL said:

Mr. Cuarrman: It is not my intention to speak
upon the bill now legitimately before the commit-
tee, but availing myself of the latitude usually al-
Jowed to debate when in Committee of the Whole
on the state of the Union, I will proceed to make
afew remarks upon that portion of the report of the
Secretary of the Interior which relates to the estab-
lishment of an Agricultural Bureau, and the pur-

ment. This latter project has been frequently

" to the pursuits of peaceful life.

mentioned by the press in various sections of the

country, and everywhere, so far as my knowledge
extends, has been entertained with favor by the
people, and petitions, signed by thousands of our
citizens in almost every State, have been presented
to Congress praying its action. A variety of pub-
lic uses have been suggested in order to bring the
purchase of Mount Vernon by the Government
within the range of its constitutional powers. I
am not amongst those who have scruples on this
point. I believe the Constitution, excepting its
prohibitions, confers upon the people’s Represen-
tatives power to do whatever the people desire to
have done, and that an object like this needs not
the cover of any collateral design, but may be at-
tained with no other avowed purpose than that of
making the estate and the tomb of Washington
the property of the nation.

But, sir, I think it highly desirable,also, for the
advancement of agriculture that this estate, or so
much of it as may be deemed useful to this end,
may be converted into an agricultural school, and
those who have no serunles about supnortine the

. the next half century.

occupation cannot be overrated. No doubt there
will be found some farmers even who will look
with suspicion upon the aid which is proffered |
them in this measure, and it will still be safe to :
predict that they will be confirmed in their jeal-
ousy and distrust by time-serving politicians, who |

- will not fail to urge that all this is only another

scheme for creating places and expenditures by |

. the Government.

The tenth part of what the Florida war cost, or
a little more than the hundredth part of the cost
of the Mexican war, will furnish the means for es-

_ tablishing a bureau and an agricultural school at
" Mount Vernon, and leave a surplus, from the in-

terest of which both may be continued forever.
These, in my opinion, sir, are highly meritorious

. objects, and it istime that our attention was turned

The people will
thank us for anew example. They will take fresh
courage in home industry. They will learn with .
gratification and delight that Congress, at whose

‘ meeting they have come to look upon with an un-
chase of the Mount Vernon estate by the Govern-

defined dread of mischief, instead of voting money
for foreign war and conquest, or wrangling about
the division of territory and the overthrow of the
Union, have at length healed all dissensions, and
consecrated the period of their return to the old
relation of fraternity over the tomb of Washing-
ton, which, with the estate where it lies, they had
madle the property of the nation. This would be
a glorious consummation; and let me say to those

 who have had fears of the Union—which I for one

never had, in the most remote degree—or who still
entertain doubts of its permanency, that such a
testimonial from the people’s Representatives will
do more to reéstablish harmony and confidence
than all the acts of those potential and patriotic
guardians of the Republic—the Union Safety Com-

" mittees, or than all the resolutions which may be

passed at the Union meetings, Northand South, for
The people will have more !

~convincing evidence in such a measure, of the sin- '

cerity of our attachment to the Union than could
be furnished by multiplied pledges and professions,
though sanctioned by the whole retinue of scram-
bling politicians. There may, and doubtless are,
nronositions hefore ne. of more maenitude and

© gress;

can conceive, which will be as widely felt, so
strongly impressed upon the minds of the people,
so universally understood and commended, as the
purchase of Mount Vernon, even if it be for no
other purpose than to make the nation the custo-
dian of its silent tenant. "The present occupant of
the estate is so pressed upon by visitors from all
parts of our wide-spread land, as I am informed,
and can partly testify from personal observation,
that he is cut off from the enjoyment of home re-
tirement and domestic privacy, and his abode,
the former dwelling-place of Washington, is as
much regarded by those who go there as public
property, as the White House or the Patent Of-
fice, or any of the public Departments in this city.
‘We have reason -to rejoice at the fact, that this
coneourse of pilgrims to the tomb of Washington

_is becoming every year more numerous, for it

evinces a healthy tone of patriotism, it shows a
love of country which is likely to survive many
blasts of disunion.

In a course of lectures, recently delivered in
England by the Earl of Carlisle—better known
here as Lord Morpeth, and remembered by many
around me, for he was frequengly admitted to
the courtesy of a seat upon this floor—the noble
lord passes some strictures, perhaps not wholly
unmerited, but in some respects grossly incorrect
ag to their foundation, upon the neglect of our
Government in relation to the precious relics of
‘Washington. He says: “The tomb is a sad af-
‘fair for such a man; itis placed under a glaring red
¢ building, something between a coach-house and a
¢cage. The Senate once procured the consent of
‘the family to have it removed to the Capitol,
¢ when a bricklayer, a laborer, and a cart, arrived,
¢ one morning, to take it off, at which the indigna-
‘tion of the family naturally arose.’> This latter

art, I am informed, is pure fiction. To one like

im, accustomed to the pomp and grandeur of
‘Westminster Abbey, and the numerous churches
of his native land,

¢¢ Where through the long drawn aisle, and fretted vault,

The pealing anthem swells the note of praise,”

it may well seem strange that the dust of Wash-
ington reposes in such silent obscurity. But the
records of his greatness will endure, when the ten-
ants of Westminster Abbey are forgotten; and the
future student of history will dwell longer upon
his deeds and virtues, than upon any of the long
line of emperors and kings whose memories are
embalmed with sceptre, and crowns, and mauso-
leum. Lord Morpeth is mistaken in supposing
that the Senate alone passed a resolution upon the
subject of the removal of Washington’s remains to
this Capitol. The resolution was passed by Con-
ut Mr. John A. Washington, the propri-
etor of Mount Vernon, declined acceding to the
request; and did wisely, I think; for although [
desire to see their guardianship transferred to the
Government, the remains themselves should be
undisturbed. They should rest in the place of his
choice, at his own Mount Vernon, whose banks
are washed by his own loved Potomac, where the
traveler, as he passes, stands uncovered, and the
steamboat strikes her bell; and the spot around
them, the mansion in which he lived, the grounds
which he tilled, should be rescued from decay and
deterioration, and be adorned with all the beauty
and fertility which art and labor can achieve.

1 will take the liberty to say here, sir, that very
many of the remarks made by the Earl upon the
occasion referred to, were gross misstatements,
and exaggerations of the facts; a proper return,
however, for the fulsome adulation and sycophan-
tic admiration with which the lordly aristrocrats,
and the hireling scribblers of England, sent hither
by their masters to defame our country and rid-
icule republican institutions, are overwhelmed by
some of our citizens, our corporations, and our
Government.

.The accomplished Secretary of the Interior, in
his recent annual report embodies a distinct rec-
ommendation for the establishing of an Agricul-
tural Bureau, and for the purchase, in connection
therewith, of Mount Vernon. The President also
indorses the former recommendation, and would,
doubtless, give his hearty sanction to the latter.
The Seeretarv enforees the recommendation for a



